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3  TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  UXBRIDGE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

There  was  no  happening  of  any  great  importance  affecting  the 
.'health  of  the  district  during  1953;  there  was  no  epidemic,  and  the 
)  incidence  of  illness  was  such  as  to  cause  no  alarm. 

!The  population  (mid-year  1953)  has  now  reached  56,000  and 
there  were  14,769  inhabited  houses.  As  the  district  continues  to 
grow  it  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  say  once  again  that  the  vital 
statistics  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  birth  rate  was 
15-81,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  15-85,  and  the  death 
(  rate  was  9-65,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  11-4.  The 
1  infantile  mortality  rate  was  23-5  which  again  compares  favourably 
with  the  national  rate  of  26-8. 

The  notifications  for  scarlet  fever  were  fewer  than  in  the 
•'previous  year,  while  those  for  measles  and  whooping  cough  were 
>more  numerous.  There  was  no  death  from  any  of  these  diseases, 
i  Once  again,  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified,  and  in  this  con- 
ijnection  the  continued  co-operation  of  parents  in  keeping  up  the 
devel  of  immunity  in  the  community  by  having  their  children 
inoculated  is  much  appreciated.  It  cannot  be  stressed  too  much 
J  that  the  continued  absence  of  diphtheria  depends  solely  on  having 
as  many  babies  inoculated  as  possible.  The  absence  of  the  disease 
itself  tends  to  handicap  the  work  of  inoculation — the  disease  is  now 
(unknown  and  is,  therefore,  no  longer  feared.  It  will  recur,  how¬ 
ever,  if  the  level  of  immunity  is  allowed  to  fall  by  a  failure  to  keep 
up  the  inoculation  work.  The  conquest  of  diphtheria  is  one  of 
the  major  triumphs  of  preventive  medicine — only  the  continued 
(co-operation  of  parents  can  consolidate  the  victory.  As  time  goes 
Ion,  the  efficacy  of  the  injection  material  used  in  the  prevention  of 
whooping  cough  is  steadily  being  increased,  and  it  may  be  that,  in 
the  not  too  distant  future,  whooping  cough  will  no  longer  be  a 
(serious  disease.  There  is  evidence  already  that  inoculation  as  now 
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practised  does  reduce  the  seriousness  of  the  complications  of  this 
troublesome  condition. 

The  threat  of  smallpox  is  constantly  with  us.  Although  there 
was,  fortunately,  no  case  of  smallpox  in  the  district,  the  nearness  of 
the  two  airports — London  and  Northolt — gives  rise  to  constant 
anxiety,  as  the  importation  of  a  case  of  smallpox  from  abroad  may 
occur  at  any  time.  Far  too  few  babies  are  now  being  vaccinated, 
and  sooner  or  later  this  neglect  will  have  its  consequences.  Infant 
vaccination  does  more  than  provide  young  children  with  an 
immunity  to  smallpox  which  can  be  expected  to  last  for  some 
considerable  time;  it  also  ensures  that  any  subsequent  vaccination, 
performed  perhaps  as  an  emergency  measure  because  of  contact 
with  a  case,  but  more  probably  as  a  routine  procedure  required  by 
reason  of  service  in  the  Armed  Forces  or  by  travel  to  a  country 
where  smallpox  is  prevalent,  will  be  less  likely  to  cause  a  severe 
local  reaction  causing  temporary  disability,  or  be  followed  by  other 
more  serious  complications  which,  though  very  rare,  are  more  often 
found  following  the  primary  vaccination  of  adults. 

The  routine  work  of  the  department — as  demonstrated  in 
the  report — has  proceeded  on  normal  lines.  In  particular,  the 
work  relating  to  food  hygiene  has  been  emphasised,  and  every 
opportunity  has  been  taken  to  improve  existing  conditions.  The 
co-operation  of  food  traders  and  handlers  has  been  very  satisfactory, 
and  there  is  now  an  “  awareness  ”  of  the  importance  of  food 
hygiene  which,  as  time  goes  on,  tends  to  make  this  work  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  accepted  functions  of  a  public  health 
department. 

Close  co-operation  with  the  other  branches  of  the  health 
service  has  been  maintained — the  inherent  difficulties  due  to 
separation  of  the  service  into  three  divisions  controlled  by  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  Executive  Council  and  Local  Authority  are  slowly 
being  overcome.  There  is  still  no  sign,  however,  that  there  is  to 
be  any  increased  emphasis  or  expenditure  on  the  preventive  health 
services — in  spite  of  the  constant  repetition  in  high  places  that 
“  prevention  is  better  than  cure.” 

The  encouragement  and  support  of  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  The  work  of  Mr.  Baughan,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  the  other  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Department 
has  been  of  a  very  high  standard,  and  grateful  thanks  are  due  to 
them  for  their  untiring  efforts. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  C.  DOBSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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AREA 


Total  area  of  District  .  10,240  acres. 


POPULATION 

The  Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  for  the  mid¬ 
year  1953  is  56,000. 


TOTAL  BIRTHS 


Live  Live  Stillborn  Stillborn 

Sex  Legitimate  Illegitimate  Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 


Males 

• 

483 

16 

9 

1 

509 

i  Females 

419 

18 

6 

— 

443 

iTotals 

902 

34 

15 

1 

952 

BIRTH  RATE 


No. 

Birth 

Rate 

Basis 

LIVE 

BIRTHS 

936 

16-70 

Per  1 ,000  Registrar-General’s  esti¬ 
mated  Resident  Population 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

16 

16-81 

Per  1,000  total  (i.e.  live  and  still) 
births 

TOTAL 

BIRTHS 

952 

17-00 

Crude  Rate 

Per  1,000  Registrar- 
General’s  estimated 
Resident  Population 

15-81 

Corrected  Rate 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15-85. 

In  calculating  the  Birth  Rate  (Total  Births  only)  the  crude 
rate  of  17-00  has  been  adjusted  by  the  Registrar-General’s  Area 
Comparability  Factor  of  0-93  to  give  a  figure  of  15-81  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  population.  This  allows  for  age  and  sex  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  and  enables  a  proper  com¬ 
parison  to  be  made  with  other  districts  or  the  country  as  a  whole. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATE 

There  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
459  to  454  and  the  crude  Death  Rate  has  decreased  from  8-30  to 
Til  per  1,000  of  the  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population;  the 
corrected  Death  Rate  decreasing  from  9-96  to  9-65. 


• 

Total  Deaths 
(All  Causes) 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000) 
Registrar-General’s  esti¬ 
mated  Resident  Population 

Male  ... 

245 

8-11  Crude  Rate 

Female 

209 

Total 

454 

9-65  Corrected  Rate 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  114. 

The  application  of  the  Area  Comparability  Factor  of  1T9  to 
the  crude  Death  Rate  of  8T  1  has  increased  the  figure  to  9*65. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

Males  Females  Total 
In  Total  Live  Births  ...  14  8  22 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  has  increased 
from  19  during  1952  to  22  during  1953.  The  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  for  the  year  under  review  is  23-50  which  compares  favourably 
with  the  figure  of  26*8  for  England  and  Wales. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the 
} Registrar-General’s  statistics. 


Cause  of  Death 

No.  of  Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

j 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

6 

2 

8 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

1 

1 

Syphiltic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough . 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

>Measles 

— 

— • 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

7 

9 

16 

.Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

15 

1 

16 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

8 

8 

iMalignent  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

24 

43 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

— 

1 

1 

i  Diabetes 

— 

3 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

29 

52 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

42 

19 

61 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

5 

6 

11 

Other  heart  disease  . 

37 

39 

76 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

8 

9 

17 

1  Influenza  . 

4 

3 

7 

i Pneumonia  ... 

7 

8 

15 

Bronchitis . 

17 

6 

23 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

4 

1 

5 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

8 

3 

11 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

4 

1 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

23 

40 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

4 

2 

6 

All  other  accidents  . 

4 

3 

7 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war... 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes  . 

245 

209 

454 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
during  1953  and  gives  comparisons  with  the  previous  year. 


6 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Notified 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 

1—4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

5—14 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

5 

15—24 

6 

3 

9 

— 

4 

4 

25—34 

3 

8 

11 

— 

2 

2 

35—44 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

_ 

45—54 

9 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

3 

2 

5 

1 

— 

1 

65  and  up 

' 

— 

1 

■ 

1 

Totals 

23 

18 

41 

3 

10 

13 

Age 

Periods 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 

1—4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

15—24 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35—44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—54 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  up 

2 

2 

Totals 

6 

2 

8 

— 

1 

1 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  children  immunised 
during  the  year  at  Middlesex  County  Council  Welfare  Clinics  or 
by  private  medical  practitioners. 


Age 

Primary  Immunisation 

Reinforcing  Injections 

Diph¬ 

theria 

only 

Combined 
Diph¬ 
theria  and 
Whooping 
Cough 

Whooping 

Cough 

only 

Diph¬ 

theria 

only 

Combined 
Diph¬ 
theria  and 
Whooping 
Cough 

Whooping 

Cough 

only 

Under  1 

78 

284 

2 

1 

37 

235 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

13 

22 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

10 

5 

— 

1 

— 

4 

11 

14 

6 

20 

20 

— 

5—9 

37 

15 

5 

376 

207 

10 

10—14 

2 

— 

3 

52 

3 

— 

15  and  over 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

183 

580 

28 

448 

231 

10 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried 
out  during  the  year  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Middlesex 
County  Council. 


Age 

Vaccination 

Revaccination 

Under  1 

360 

1 

22 

— 

2—4 

30 

3 

5—14 

22 

19 

15  and  over 

14 

114 

Totals 

448 

136 
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f  REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


jSUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE 

DUTIES 

The  following  summary  shows  the  inspections  and  other  duties 
icarried  out  by  the  Inspectorate  during  the  year  1953,  when  a  total 
of  8,083  visits  were  made. 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act .  251 

Premises  visited  under  Public  Health  Acts  .  540 

Re-visits  to  houses  and  other  premises  .  1,510 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  .  528 

Unclassified  visits  ...  432 

Visits  to  factories  ...  244 

„  outworkers’  premises  ...  . .  107 

old  metal  dealers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  24 

food  premises  (see  table  on  page  16)  ...  1,794 

slaughterhouses  .  43 

piggeries  .  76 

gypsy  encampments  and  caravans  ...  ...  242 

tents,  vans,  sheds  ...  ...  .  6 

common  lodging  houses  ...  ...  ...  3 

school  premises  .  21 

public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

swimming  pool  23 

petroleum  installations  .  156 

canal  boats  .  2 

Visits  re  Shops  Acts  ...  230 

Pet  Animals  Act  .  9 

unsound  food .  224 

nuisances  from  animals  .  27 

accumulations  of  refuse  .  76 

water  supply .  101 

drainage  and  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  230 

ponds  and  ditches  ...  14 

rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

insect  pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

alleged  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  14 

Council  houses...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

permitted  numbers  of  occupants  ...  ...  2 

smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Council  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Milk  samples  taken  ...  ...  .  36 

Ice  cream  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Interviews  ...  .  232 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


informal  Notices  served 
statutory  Notices  served 


467 

23 
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HOUSING 


1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts) .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  449 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  691 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  223 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  242 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
(. b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  .  ...  10 

(, b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  2 

( c)Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  1 3  of  the  Housing 
Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  1 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit .  Nil 


With  reference  to  the  seven  properties  in  Item  1  (3)  above,  the 
3  following  action  was  taken: — 

(i)  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the  under- 
I  mentioned  properties: — 

10,  13,  15,  Chapel  Street,  Uxbridge. 

Orchard  Bungalow,  Harlington  Road,  Hillingdon. 

Orchard  Bungalow  was  demolished  during  the  year  under 
|  review. 

In  addition,  following  re-occupation  in  contravention  of  an 
i  undertaking  given  in  May,  1951,  that  the  dwelling  house  would  not 
be  used  for  human  habitation,  a  Demolition  Order  was  made  in 
3  respect  of  Briar  Cottage,  Grove  Lane,  Hillingdon. 

(ii)  In  respect  of  the  under-mentioned  properties  undertakings 
>  were  given  in  accordance  with  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 

and  accepted  by  the  Council,  that  the  premises  would  not  be  used 
for  human  habitation  until  they  were  either  demolished  or  works 
of  repair  carried  out  which  would  render  the  houses  fit  to  be  used 
as  living  accommodation: — 

1,  Knightscote  Cottages,  Breakspear  Road  North,  Hare- 
field. 

11,  Chapel  Street,  Uxbridge. 

(iii)  An  undertaking  in  the  terms  set  out  in  sub-paragraph  (ii) 
above,  was  given  in  respect  of  the  under-mentioned  property,  but 

i  in  this  instance,  following  completion  of  agreed  works  of  repair  the 
i  premises  were  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  and,  accordingly, 
i  the  undertaking  was  cancelled  by  the  Council : — 

22,  New  Windsor  Street,  Uxbridge. 


NUISANCES 

Eight  hundred  and  nine  individual  complaints  were  received 
relating  to  the  following  matter- 

insanitary  condition  of  house  ...  .  28 

General  defects .  .  49 
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Defective  chimneys  and  fireplaces  ...  ...  24 

,,  walls  and  ceilings  .  ...  5 

„  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„  roofs  and  guttering .  15 

,,  doors  and  windows  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  ...  ...  122 

„  water  storage  tanks  and  fittings  ...  44 

,,  sinks  and  wash-hand  basins  ...  6 

„  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Nuisance  from  dampness  ...  ...  ...  21 

Overcrowding  ...  5 

Verminous  premises  .  17 

Wasps’  nests  ...  ...  ...  .  42 

Accumulation  of  refuse  or  manure  ...  ...  41 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals  .  15 

„  „  gypsies .  15 

,,  ,,  rats  or  mice  ...  ...  ...  247 

,,  ,,  ponds  or  ditches  ...  ...  8 

,,  „  insect  pests  ...  ...  ...  35 

Miscellaneous  nuisances...  ...  ...  ...  32 


Each  of  the  above  complaints  was  investigated  and  where 
conditions  were  found  justifying  action  by  the  Department  the 
appropriate  steps  were  taken. 


FACTORIES 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  inspections  made, 
defects  found,  and  the  result  of  action  taken. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupier 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

20 

14 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority 

164 

224 

16 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers’ 

premises) 

5 

6 

Total  . 

189 

244 

17 

— 

12 


2.  Defects  Found  in  Factories. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Insp. 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)... 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S. 2) 
Unreasonable  Tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4)  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7)  . 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

tive  . 

17 

16 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to  home 

work)  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Total  . 

17 

16 

2 

2 

— 

3.  Home-work. 

During  the  year  107  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the 
[j  homes  of  outworkers  residing  in  the  District;  all  the  premises  were 
i1  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


PETROLEUM  INSTALLATIONS 

During  the  year  1 56  visits  were  paid  to  the  96  premises  licensed 
|  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit,  petroleum  mixtures  and  carbide 
c  of  calcium. 

In  continuation  of  the  policy  commenced  in  November,  1951, 
1  the  testing  of  underground  storage  tanks  of  twenty  or  more  years’ 
:  existence  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  Two  such  tanks 
i  were  subjected  to  the  air  pressure  test  and  both  were  found  to  be 
:  satisfactory. 


DEALERS  IN  OLD  METAL  AND  MARINE  STORES 

On  12th  January,  1953,  the  Secretary  of  State  made  an  Order, 
at  the  request  of  the  Council,  bringing  into  operation  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Section  86  of  the  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907, 
which  requires  dealers  in  old  metal  to  register  their  names  and 
addresses  with  the  Council  and  keep  records  as  laid  down  in  the 
Act. 


The  names  and  addresses  of  ten  dealers  were  registered  during 
the  year,  and  twenty-four  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the 
premises  concerned. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  are  no  heavy  industries  in  the  District  and  such  industrial 
undertakings  as  exist  are  in  the  main  situated  in  the  township  of 
Uxbridge,  where  the  establishment  of  an  industrial  estate  is  tending 
to  concentrate  these  activities  in  a  selected  zone.  Apart  from  the 
foregoing  there  is  a  number  of  large  establishments  using  commercial- 
type  steam  raising  plant,  i.e.  factories,  hospitals  and  schools,  and 
these  are  principally  located  in  Hillingdon  and  Harefield. 

A  total  of  127  timed  observations  were  made  during  the  year 
and  on  four  occasions,  involving  two  factories  and  a  large  hospital, 
smoke  was  observed  to  be  emitted  in  such  quantity  as  to  be  a 
nuisance. 

In  each  case  written  notice  of  the  existence  of  a  smoke  nuisance 
was  served  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  102  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  visits  of  inspection  made  to  the 
installations.  Subsequent  observations  showed  encouraging  im¬ 
provement. 

For  the  purpose  of  recording  smoke  observations  the  standard 
of  measurement  used  is  that  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Model  Byelaw  in  relation  to  black  smoke.  Although  this  Byelaw 
is  not  in  operation  in  Uxbridge  it  is  considered  reasonable  that  the 
degree  of  efficiency  of  industrial  plant  should  be  such  as  to  be 
comparable  to  that  required  under  the  Byelaw. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  piped  water  supply  of  the  District  is  provided  from  the 
mains  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company, 
and  has  been  adequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  District. 

During  the  year  six  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  in  the 
Uxbridge  town  area,  the  district  formerly  served  by  the  Council’s 
water  undertaking,  and  seventeen  samples  taken  in  the  outer  areas. 
In  addition,  following  a  complaint  concerning  the  taste  of  the 
water,  a  sample  was  collected  from  a  Middlesex  County  Council 
Residential  Home  for  Aged  Persons.  All  of  the  twenty-four 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination.  Each  was  found  to  be  of  high  bacterial  purity 
and  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  population  supplied 
from  the  public  mains  are  estimated  to  be  as  follows: — 

Number  of 

Dwelling-houses  Population 

Direct  to  the  house  ...  ...  14,977  55,815 

By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  51  165 
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During  the  year  two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the 
reservoir  and  distribution  system  at  Harefield  Hospital.  Both 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

At  the  request  of  the  Public  Control  Department  of  the  Middle¬ 
sex  County  Council,  two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the 
well  supplying  part  of  the  premises  at  “  Moorcroft,”  Hillingdon, 
which  had  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council  as  a  residential 
home.  The  bacteriologist’s  reports  were  satisfactory  but  it  was 
considered  that  water  from  this  source  should  be  subject  to  frequent 
analysis.  Those  buildings  supplied  from  the  well  are  to  be 
provided  with  a  domestic  supply  from  the  mains  which  already 
exist  for  fire  fighting  purposes. 

During  the  year  sixteen  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  deep 
wells  supplying  nine  factories  where  water  is  used  for  industrial 
purposes,  food  preparation  and/or  drinking  purposes.  The 
Laboratory  reports  showed  the  water  from  eight  of  the  wells  to 
|  be  satisfactory.  The  report  on  two  samples  taken  from  a  deep 
<  well  which  also  supplied  three  cottages  with  water  for  domestic 
•  purposes  showed  the  water  to  be  contaminated.  Further  samples 
I  showed  the  water  to  have  quickly  reverted  to  its  usual  satisfactory 
I  standard,  and  it  was  thought  the  contamination  was  probably  due 
;  to  work  in  connection  with  the  installation  of  a  new  pump.  Never- 
j  theless,  the  owners  proceeded  with  the  provision  of  a  mains  supply 
which  also  provides  water  for  their  adjoining  factory  extension. 

SWIMMING  POOL 

The  Council’s  swimming  pool  was  open  to  the  public  during 
the  season  May  to  September. 

As  in  previous  years  the  routine  examination  of  the  swimming 
i  pool  water  was  carried  out  throughout  the  season,  frequent  tests 
being  made  to  establish  the  degree  of  free  chlorine  present  in  the 
water.  The  results  fluctuated  according  to  the  number  of  bathers 
using  the  pool,  but  on  no  occasion  was  it  found  that  the  amount  of 
available  free  chlorine  present  was  reduced  below  the  minimum 
desirable  standard. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  year  1953  saw  the  completion  of  the  seventh  year  of 
j  intensified  supervision  of  food  premises  and  instruction  in  the 
i  practices  of  hygienic  food  handling.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there 
is  a  general  state  of  awareness  among  persons  in  all  sections  of  the 
(  food  trade  of  the  importance  and  value  of  food  hygiene. 

During  this  period  steady  progress  has  been  made,  not  only  in 
respect  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  all  types  of  premises  handling 
foodstuffs,  but  in  the  provision  of  improved  working  facilities. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  number  and  variety  of 
premises  visited  during  the  year  1953  and  the  action  taken: — 
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(a)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises. 


Type  of  Premises 

Premises 

Visits 

Made 

• 

Notices 

Served 

Total  No. 

Inspected 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

70 

70 

353 

44 

Industrial  Canteens  . 

36 

36 

113 

6 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

108 

93 

299 

10 

Licensed  Premises 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors’ 

67 

45 

59 

11 

Premises 

11 

11 

21 

1 

Preserved  Food  Premises 

17 

17 

111 

— 

Bakehouses  . 

16 

16 

88 

7 

Bakers’  Shops  ... 

18 

17 

56 

7 

Butchers’  Shops  . 

Grocer  Shops  and  Wholesale 

35 

35 

137 

11 

Depots 

98 

85 

325 

20 

Wet  Fish  Shops  . 

13 

13 

48 

1 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Confectioners’  Shops . 

12 

12 

41 

7 

63 

43 

79 

— 

Greengrocers’  Shops  ... 

Food  Hawkers’  Premises 

31 

28 

50 

6 

16 

3 

14 

1 

Totals 

611 

524 

1,794 

132 

(b)  Registered  Food  Premises. 


Act  or  Regulation 

Type  of  Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14... 

Ice  Cream 

75 

Preserved  Food 

17 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Dairies 

1 

Distributors  of  Milk 

10 

Middlesex  County  Council  Act,  1950, 
Section  11  . 

Food  Hawkers 

16 

119 

(c)  Defects  Remedied. 

Water  Closets: 

Defective  pans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  seats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  light  and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lack  of  or  defective  intervening  space  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  W.C.  compartment  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lack  of  “  Hand  Washing  ”  notice  ...  ...  6 


—  17 
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Drainage: 

Defective  drains 

Defective  or  insufficient  gullies 

Sinks: 

Defective  or  insanitary  sinks  . 

Want  of  sink  ...  ...  ...  . 

Hot  water  required  to  sink 
Cold  water  required  to  sink 
Defective  waste  pipes 

Washing  Facilities  for  Staff: 

Absence  of  or  defective  hand  basin 

Absence  of  hot  water  ...  ...  . 

Absence  of  cold  water 
Provision  of  towels  and  soap 

Uncleanliness: 

Personal 

Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Food  Stores  ... 

Preparation  Rooms... 

Dining  Rooms 
Food  delivery  vans  ... 

Refrigerators  ...  ...  . 

Handling  of  foodstuffs 

Utensils: 

Defective 

Unclean 

Refuse: 

Defective  or  insufficient  dustbins  ... 
Accumulations  of  offensive  matter 

Rats  and  Mice: 

Number  of  infestations 
Rat-proofing  required 

General  Defects: 

Defective  chimneys,  stacks  and  flues 
Defective  plaster  (number  of  rooms) 

Insanitary  condition  of  walls  and  ceilings  (number 
of  rooms)  ... 

Inadequate  ventilation  (number  of  rooms) 
Defective  floors 
Defective  food  stores 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  . 


4 

1 


1 

1 

19 

1 

2 

24 

9 

10 

9 

12 

—  40 


3 

30 

20 

10 

5 

1 

4 

22 


4 

21 

—  25 


2 

14 

—  16 


31 

1 

—  32 


2 

4 

18 

2 

2 

7 

1 

—  36 
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Ice  Cream: 

Unhygienic  serving  methods 
Animals: 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals 
Miscellaneous  ... 


8 


8 


Total  308 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


(i)  Butchers'  Shops. 

During  the  year  14  cwts.  65  lbs.  of  fresh  meat,  home  killed  and 
imported,  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
destroyed. 

(ii)  Slaughterhouses. 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  area  where  pigs  are  killed 
under  licence  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  while  an  occasional  emer¬ 
gency  slaughter  takes  place  at  another  slaughterhouse.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during 
the  year.  In  all  cases  the  carcase  and  organs  were  inspected. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed ... 

Number  inspected  . 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

110 

110 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

_ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

2-7  % 
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The  total  weight  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  included  in 
the  above  table  is  shown  below: — 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Class  of 
Animal 

No.  of  animals 

No.  of  animals 

Total 

lbs. 

Whole 

carcase 

Part 
carcase 
and  offals 

lbs. 

Whole 

carcase 

Part 
carcase 
and  offals 

lbs. 

Pigs 

— 

3 

38 

— 

— 

— 

38 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

(i)  The  total  amount  of  food  (other  than  butchers’  meat)  sur¬ 
rendered  for  destruction  during  the  year  was  2  tons  8  cwts.  95  lbs., 
as  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Class  of  Food 

Quantity 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Meat— tinned  . 

— 

12 

26 

■  Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat  . 

— 

— 

65 

Bacon...  . 

— 

— 

6 

Soup — tinned 

— 

— 

26 

Fish — tinned . 

— 

— 

64 

;  Fish — wet  . 

— 

1 

70 

Butter  and  Margarine 

— 

— 

45 

Cooking  Fat  ... 

— 

— 

24 

Milk — tinned . 

— 

4 

86 

Cream — tinned 

— 

— 

8 

Fruit — tinned 

— 

17 

24 

Fruit — dried . 

• — 

1 

14 

Vegetables — tinned . 

— 

7 

26 

Molasses 

— 

— 

9 

Sugar . 

— 

— 

20 

Confectionery  . 

— 

— 

3 

Jam  and  Marmalade  . 

— 

— 

70 

Flour  . 

— 

— 

11 

Custard  Powder 

— 

— 

7 

Cereals  and  Cake  . 

— 

• — 

55 

Pickles  and  Sauces . 

— 

— 

7 

Rabbits — imported . 

— 

— 

101 

2 

8 

95 

In  the  absence  of  a  local  authority  refuse  destructor  all  unsound 
food  for  disposal  is  treated  with  an  application  of  strong  dis¬ 
infectant,  containers  being  broken  open  for  this  purpose,  and  is 
then  buried  under  supervision  of  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  FOOD)  REGULATIONS,  1937 

Northolt  Airport,  which  is  situated  in  part  within  the  area  of 
this  authority,  is  a  Customs  Port  and  the  administrative  buildings 
are  in  the  Uxbridge  Urban  District.  This  local  authority  is, 
therefore,  a  “  sanitary  authority  ”  for  the  purposes  of  the  above 
Regulations,  which  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  articles  of 
food  into  this  country  and  lay  down  conditions  which  must  be 
observed  in  respect  of  other  foodstuffs. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  reduced  activity  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  connection  with  food  products  imported  into  this  country 
through  Northolt  Airport.  A  total  of  4  cwts.  13  lbs.  of  foodstuffs 
was  dealt  with.  A  proportion  of  this  consisted  of  relatively  small 
quantities  imported  as  samples. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

The  responsibilities  of  this  Authority  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  are  limited  to  the  supervision  of  dairies 
and  retail  distributors’  premises,  in  respect  of  which  twenty-one 
visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

(a)  Premises  and  Distributors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises 
and  distributors  within  the  district: — 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Retail  distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Retail  distributors  from  other  districts  ...  6 

Twenty-five  principal  and  eight  supplementary  licences  were 
granted  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks. 

Acting  *in  conjunction  with  the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  four  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  from  the  premises  of  a  producer-retailer  in  the  District  and 
submitted  for  animal  inoculation  and  methylene  blue  tests  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory.  All  samples  were  reported  upon  as 
negative  and  passing  the  methylene  blue  test.  The  farmer  con¬ 
cerned  has  now  discontinued  his  retail  business,  and  all  milk 
produced  at  his  farm  goes  to  a  large  milk  depot  where  it  is  pasteurised 
prior  to  distribution. 

(b)  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

As  in  previous  years,  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  at 
regular  intervals  from  the  various  schools  in  the  area,  which  are 
supplied  by  three  different  distributors. 

Thirty-two  such  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  by  the  methylene  blue 
and  phosphatase  tests,  and  all  but  one  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
This  sample  failed  the  methylene  blue  test  and  the  matter  was 
taken  up  with  the  milk  suppliers  concerned,  and  a  copy  of  the 
report  sent  to  the  Middlesex  County  Council  Area  Medical  Officer. 
A  reply  received  from  the  suppliers  stated  that  an  examination  of 
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their  milk  processing  records  of  the  day  in  question  showed  all  test 
samples  to  be  satisfactory  and  the  concern  was  unable  to  offer  any 
reason  for  this  apparent  failure.  Further  samples  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 


ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  fifty  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  by  the  methylene  blue 


reduction  test. 

Details  of  the  results  of  these 

examinations  are 

as  follows: — 

No.  of 

Grade 

Samples 

I  ... 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

40 

II  ... 

•  •  •  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

7 

Ill  ... 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

IV  ... 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1  •  • 

The  Grade  IV  sample  was  found  to  arise  from  the  improper 
3  handling  of  a  good  quality  ice  cream  without  attention  to  the 
i  proper  sterilisation  of  servers.  The  retailer  was  interviewed  and 
was  anxious  to  co-operate.  Further  sampling  showed  that  the 
1  suggested  improvements  in  handling  technique  had  produced  a 
J  satisfactory  result. 

There  are  108  premises  where  ice  cream  is  stored  or  sold,  and 
a  total  of  299  visits  were  made  to  such  premises  during  the  year. 


PET  SHOPS 

The  six  premises  licensed  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951, 
i  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1952,  were  visited  and 
^inspected  during  the  year.  All  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a 
rj  satisfactory  condition  and  the  licences  were  renewed. 

One  shop  sells  fish  only  and  the  others  sell  birds,  mice,  rabbits, 
] reptiles  and  tortoises  in  addition  to  fish;  in  no  instance  do  these 
pet  shops  sell  dogs  or  cats. 


DISINFECTION 

When  required  steam  disinfections  are  carried  out  at  the 
;  Council’s  plant  at  Cowley  Mill  Road  following  the  occurrence  of 
!  certain  diseases.  The  installation  has  again  been  inspected  by  the 
(Council’s  insurers  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  good  working 
:  order. 

Home  disinfections  have  been  carried  out  following  the 
occurrence  of  certain  infectious  and  other  specified  diseases. 
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DISINFESTATION 


During  the  year  under  review  sixteen  occupied  private  or 
Council  dwelling  houses,  which  were  found  to  be  bug  infested,  were 
disinfested. 

The  spraying  of  unoccupied  Council  houses  was  continued 
and  during  the  year  238  new  houses  and  90  vacant  houses  were 
treated. 


MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

As  in  previous  years,  the  many  watercourses,  lakes,  ponds, 
ditches,  etc.,  throughout  the  District  were  treated  with  a  larvaecide. 

The  material  used  is  manufactured  specifically  for  mosquito 
control,  and  it  is  considered  that  some  relief  from  this  summer 
pest  is  afforded  the  residents  in  the  area. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  rodent  control  section  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
continued  to  operate,  and  works  of  disinfestation  were  carried  out 
at  factories,  wholesale  depots,  business  premises  and  private 
dwelling-houses.  Works  were  also  carried  out  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip,  depots  and  premises. 

The  majority  of  the  infestations  investigated  on  business  and 
private  premises  were  found  to  be  of  minor  character. 

In  continuance  of  the  treatment  of  sewers  first  carried  out 
in  1944  and  repeated  each  year,  two  further  maintenance  treatments 
of  the  sewers  in  the  town  area  of  Uxbridge  and  the  outer  areas  of 
the  district  were  carried  out  in  May  and  November,  1953. 
Systematic  baiting  and  poisoning  campaigns  took  place  and  all 
areas  of  infestation  detected  were  dealt  with. 


PATHOLOGICAL  WORK 

Material  requiring  pathological  examination  is  sent  to  the 
Neasden  Public  Health  Laboratory,  but  in  certain  instances  this 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Colindale. 
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